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welcome 
It is a great joy to welcome you to this new season of 
experience in the realms of music, dance, theatre, and 
more at Krannert Center, one of the world's leading 
performing arts complexes. 

Here you will find aspiring students and young 
professional artists on the rise alongside established 
mainstays and iconic elders of the art forms. 

You'll find the classical and the experimental, the 
intimate and the grandly spectacular, the whimsical 
and the contemplative, the comforting and the 
challenging. 

It's a season of potential meaning, fulfillment, and 
inspiration waiting for you to explore. 

Please join us! 

-MIKE ROSS, DIRECTOR MARK MORRIS DANCE GROUP AND MUSIC ENSEMBLE 

Friday-Saturday, February 9-10, 2024, at 7:30pm 
Tryon Festival Theatre 



PROGRAM 
MARK MORRIS DANCE GROUP AND MUSIC ENSEMBLE 
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MARK MORRIS DANCE GROUP 
Mica Bernas Karlie Budge Sarah Hillmon* Courtney Lopes 

Taina Lyons Griffin Massey* Matthew McLaughlin Dallas McMurray 
Brandon Randolph Nicole Sabella Christina Sahaida Billy Smith 

Joslin Vezeau* Noah Vinson 

MMDG MUSIC ENSEMBLE 
Colin Fowler Vlad Hontila Gregory Luce Marc Trembovelski Georgy Valtchev 

Music 
George Frideric Handel 

Suite in F Major, HWV 348 
(Water Music) 

Overture (Largo - Allegro) 
Adagio e staccato 

Air 
Alla Hornpipe 

Bourree 
Hornpipe 

Lighting Design 
Nick Kolin 

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 
Mark Morris 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Nancy Umanoff 

OFFICIAL TOUR SPONSOR 

Bloomberg 
Philanthropies 

WATER 

Violin 
Georgy Valtchev 

Vlad Hontila 

Viola 
Gregory Luce 

Cello 
Marc Trembovelski 

Piano 
Colin Fowler 

Dancers 
Mica Bernas 
�rli8 l31,1g� 

Courtney Lopes 
Taina Lyons ,nn ,,:ll/nff\ G, iffi11 Hassey SIA. -t1.1 

Matthew McLaughlin 
Dallas McMurray 

Brandon Randolph 
Nicole Sabella 

Christina Sahaida 
Billy Smith 

Joslin Vezeau 
Noah Vinspn 

Premiere: September 25, 2021 -
Brooklyn Bridge Park, Brooklyn, 

New York 

CASTOR AND POLLUX 

Music 
Harry Partch 

Castor and Pollux 

Costume Design 
Amy Page 

Original Lighting Design 
William C. Yehle 

Lighting Recreation 
Nick Kolin 

Dancers 
�a, lie Budge �l[O\{> Sute,Uti 

Courtney Lopes 
Matthew McLaughlin 

Dallas McMurray 
Brandon Randolph 
Christina Sahaida 

Billy Smith 
Noah Vinson 

Premiere: November 28, 1980 - Merce 
Cunningham Studio, New York, New York 

20-MINUTE INTERMISSION 

Music 
Robert Schumann 

Quintet in E flat major for Piano and Strings, Op. 44 
Allegro brillante 

In modo d'una Marcia. Un poco largamente -
Agitato 

Scherzo molto vivace 
Allegro, ma non troppo 

Costume Design 
Martin Pakledinaz 

Lighting Design 
Michael Chybowski 

Violin 
Georgy Valtchev 

Vlad Hontila 

Viola 
Gregory Luce 

Cello 
Marc Trembovelski 

V 

Piano 
Colin Fowler 

Dancers 
Mica Bernas 
IEa, lie Badge Mtt(le ®fYluet 

Sarah Hillmon 
Courtney Lopes 

Taina Lyons 
Griffin Massey 

Matthew McLaughlin 
Dallas McMurray 

Brandon Randolph 
Nicole Sabella 

Christina Sahaida 
Billy Smith 

Joslin Vezeau 
Noah Vinson 

Premiere: October 16, 2001 - Sadler's Wells, 
London, United Kingdom 
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PROFILES 

Mark Morris was born on 
August 29, 1956, in Seattle, 
Washington, where he studied 
with Verla Flowers and Perry 
Brunson. In the early years of 
his career, he performed with 
the companies of Lar Lubovitch, 
Hannah Kahn, Laura Dean, Eliot 
Feld, and the Koleda Balkan 
Dance Ensemble. He formed 

the Mark Morris Dance Group (MMDG) in 1980 
and has since created over 150 works for the 
company. From 1988 to 1991, he was Director of 
Dance at Brussels' Theatre Royal de la Monnaie, 
the national opera house of Belgium. In 1990, he 
founded the White Oak Dance Project with 
Mikhail Baryshnikov. Much in demand as a ballet 
choreographer, Morris has created 22 ballets 
since 1986, and his work has been performed by 
compcJnies worldwide, including San Francisco 
Ballet, American Ballet Theatre, Ballet am Rhein, 
Dusseldorf, and the Royal New Zealand Ballet. 
Noted for his musicality, Morris has been 
described as "undeviating in his devotion to 
music" (The New Yorker). He began conducting 
performances for MMDG in 2006 and has since 
conducted at Tanglewood Music Center, Lincoln 
Center, and BAM (Brooklyn Academy of Music). 
He served as Music Director for the 2013 Ojai 
Music Festival. He also works extensively in 
opera, directing and choreographing productions 
for the Metropolitan Opera; New York City 
Opera; English National Opera; and The Royal 
Opera, Covent Garden; among others. He was 
named a Fellow of the MacArthur Foundation in 
1991 and has received eleven honorary 
doctorates to date. He has taught at the 
University of Washington, Princeton University, 
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and Tanglewood Music Center. A Doris Duke 
Artist, Morris is a member of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences and the American 
Philosophical Society, and has served as an 
advisory board member for the Rolex Mentor and 
Protege Arts Initiative. He has received the 
Samuel H. Scripps/American Dance Festival 
Award for Lifetime Achievement, the Leonard 
Bernstein Lifetime Achievement Award for the 
Elevation of Music in Society, the Benjamin 
Franklin Laureate Prize for Creativity, the 
International Society for the Performing Arts' 
Distinguished Artist Award, Cal Performances 
Award of Distinction in the Performing Arts, the 
Orchestra of St. Luke's Gift of Music Award, and 
the 2016 Doris Duke Artist Award. In 2015, Morris 
was inducted into the Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius 
Vanderbilt Whitney Hall of Fame at the National 
Museum of Dance in Saratoga Springs, New York. 
Morris opened the Mark Morris Dance Center in 
Brooklyn, New York, in 2001 to provide a home 
for his company, subsidized rental space for local 
·artists, community education programs for 
children and S!;miors, and a school offering dance 
classes to students of all ages and levels of 
experience with and without disabilities. Morris' 
memoir, Out Loud, co-written with Wesley Stace, 
was published in paperback by Penguin Press in 
October 2021. 

The Mark Morris Dance Group was formed 
in 1980 and gave its first performance that 
year in New York City. The company's touring 
schedule steadily expanded to include cities 
in the United States and around the world, 
and in 1986 it made its first national television 
program for the PBS series Dance in America. 
In 1988, MMDG was invited to become the 
national dance company of Belgium and spent 

three years in residence at the Theatre Royal 
de la Monnaie in Brussels. The Dance Group 
returned to the United States in 1991 as one of 
the world's leading dance companies. Based in 
Brooklyn, New York, MMDG maintains strong 
ties to presenters in several cities around the 
world, most notably to its West Coast home, 
Cal Performances in Berkeley, California, and 
its Midwest home, Krannert Center for the 
Performing Arts at the University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign. In New York, the company 
has performed at New York City Center's Fall 
for Dance Festival, regularly performs at Lincoln 
Center for the Performing Arts' Mostly Mozart 
and White Light festivals, and collaborates yearly 
with BAM on performances and master classes. 
From the company's many London seasons, it 
has received two Laurence Olivier Awards and 
a Critics' Circle Dance Award for Best Foreign 
Dance Company. Reflecting Morris' commitment 
to live music, the Dance Group has featured 
live musicians in every performance since the 
formation of the MMDG Music Ensemble in 1996. 
MMDG regularly collaborates with renowned 
musicians, including cellist Yo-Yo Ma, pianist 
Emanuel Ax, mezzo-soprano Stephanie Blythe, 
and jazz pianist Ethan Iverson, as wetl as leading 
orchestras and opera companies, including the 
Metropolitan Opera, English National Opera, 
and the London Symphony Orchestra. MMDG 
frequently works with distinguished artists and 
designers, including painters Robert Bardo and 
the late Howard Hodgkin, set designers Adrianne 
Lobel and Allen Moyer, costume designers Isaac 
Mizrahi and the late Martin Pakledinaz, and many 
others. MMDG's film and television projects 
include Dido and Aeneas, The Hard Nut, Falling 
Down Stairs, two documentaries for the United 
Kingdom's South Bank Show, and PBS' Li.lie 
from Lincoln Center. In 2015, Morris' signature 
work L'Allegro, ii Penseroso ed ii Moderato had 
its national television premiere on PBS' Great 

Performances. While on tour, the Dance Group 
partners with local cultural institutions and 
community organizations to present arts and 
humanities-based activities for people of all ages 
and abilities. 

The MMDG Music Ensemble, formed in 1996, is 
integral to the Dance Group. "With the dancers 
come the musicians ... and what a difference it 
makes" (Cfcissical Voice of North Carolina). The 
Ensemble's repertory ranges from 17th- and 18th­
century works by John Wilson and Henry Purcell 
to more recent scores by Ethan Iverson, Lou 
Harrison, and Henry Cowell. The musicians also 
participate in the Dance Group's educational and 
community programming at home and on tour. 
The Music Ensemble is led by Colin Fowler, who 
began to collaborate with MMDG in 2005 during 
the creation of Mozart Dances. 

Colin Fowler (music director, 
piano) began his musical study 
at the age of five in Kansas City, 
went on to study at the 
Interlachen Arts Academy, and 
continued his education at The 
Juilliard School, where he 
received his Bachelor of Music 
in 2003 and his Master of Music 
in 2005. While at Juilliard, he 

studied piano with Abbey Simon, organ with 
Gerre Hancock and Paul Jacobs, harpsichord with 
Lionel Party, and conducting with James dePriest 
and Judith Clurman. A versatile musician and 
conductor, Fowler works in many areas of the 
music scene in New York City. He is a veteran 
conductor and keyboardist of many Broadway 
shows, including Jersey Boys, In the Heights, 
Wicked, and the Radio City Christmas Spectacular. 
As a classical soloist and collaborative artist he 
has performed and recorded with many wo;ld­
renowned musicians and ensembles, including 
Deborah Voigt, Renee Fleming, The Knights, and 
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the Los Angeles Philharmonic. He has arranged 
and conducted for numerous TV and film 
productions, including Yellowstone and Greta 
Gerwig's Little Women. He began to collaborate 
with the Mark Morris Dance Group in 2005 and 
has performed over 60 pieces with the company 
on almost every keyboard instrument possible, 
including the harmonium and toy piano. He has 
conducted performances of Mozart Dances, Acis 
and Galatea, The Hard Nut, and L'Allegro, ii 
Penseroso ed ii Moderato, and helped edit and 
create over 15 videodances with Mark Morris 
during the pandemic. Hailed by The New York 
Times as "invaluable" and "central to Morris' 
music," he was appointed Music Director in 2013. 

Sam Black (company director) 
is originally from Berkeley, 
California, and received his BFA 
in dance from SUNY Purchase. 
He first appeared with MMDG 
in 2005 and danced with the 
company until 2019, when he 
became the Rehearsal Director. 
He was promoted to Company 
Director in 2021. 

Mica Bernas, originally from 
Manila, Philippines, received 
her training at the Cultural 
Center of the Philippines Dance 
School. She later joined Ballet 
Philippines as a member of the 
corps de ballet and rose up the 
ranks to Soloist. While at Ballet 
Philippines, she also studied at 
De La Salle University and 

graduated with a bachelor's degree in 
organizational communication in 2006. Upon 
graduating, she moved to New York and joined 
Carolyn Dorfman Dance. She was a guest artist 
with the Limon Dance Company and worked with 
Karole Armitage, Gallim Dance, Marta Renzi, and 
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Connecticut Ballet. As an educator, she has 
taught all levels of dance, including after school 
programs, pre-professional, and master classes. 
She has taught at the Limon Institute and formerly 
ran the dance program at BIMA at Brandeis 
University. She joined MMDG as a company 
member in 2017. 

Karlie Budge grew up in 
Knoxville, Tennessee, training 
and performing with the 
Tennessee Children's Dance 
Ensemble. She attended Case 
Western Reserve University on 
a full scholarship from the 
department of dance, 
graduating magna cum laude 
with a BA in dance and a BS in 

statistics in 2016. Budge has performed with 
Graham 2, Merce Cunningham Trust, and in her 
own solo and duet choreography. Budge joined 
MMDG as an apprentice in September 2018 and 
became a company member in November 2019. 

Sarah Hillmon was born and 
raised in Rochester, New York. 
There she trained with Garth 
Fagan and Timothy M. Draper 
and was a member of the 
Rochester City Ballet. She 
graduated with a BFA in dance 
from New York University's 
Tisch School of the Arts, where 
she had the privilege of 

performing works by talented artists including 
Sidra Bell, Lucinda Childs, Gus Solomons Jr., and 
Charles Weidman. After college, she became a 
member of Lucinda Childs Dance Company, 
where she toured the world performing classic 
works. While in New York City, she has also had 
the honor to perform with artists such as Solange 
Knowles as well as a number of dance companies 
including Robert Mark Dance, Suzanne Beahrs 

Dance, BodyStories: Teresa Fellion Dance, 
DanceBoissiere, and the Daniel Gwirtzman Dance 
Company. She joined MMDG as an apprentice in 
September 2023. 

Vlad Hontila (violin) was born 
in Cluj-Napoca, Romania, and 
began playing the violin at the 
age of seven. In 2015, he was 
awarded the President's 
International String Quartet 
Scholarship, a full scholarship 
that brought him to the United 
States to complete his 
bachelor's degree in music 

performance at Western Illinois University under 
the guidance of Dr. Julieta Mihai. For the four 
years he spent there, he held the Concertma�ter 
seat for both the Chamber and Symphony 
orchestras. In 2019, he was awarded Manhattan 
School of Music's prestigious Robert Mann 
Endowed Scholarship for Violin and Chamber 
Studies, a full scholarship that allowed him to 
move to New York City to study with Lucie 
Robert. Following the completion of his master's 
degree at Manhattan School of Music, he was 
accepted into the school's Professional Studies 
program and stayed at the school for an 
additional year. In his three years at Manhattan 
School of Music, he was chosen as Concertmaster 
for various cycles and performances under 
maestro George Manahan. He also studied 
chamber music with Peter Winograd and Nicholas 
Mann and won the Lilian Fuchs Chamber Music 
Competition with two different groups. In the 
summer of 2022, he was awarded the Kraeuter 
Musical Foundation Award for excellence in 
chamber music performance. Now based in New 
York City, Hontila is active as a solo, chamber, and 
orchestral musician, performing in venues such as 
Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, the DiMenna 
Center for Classical Music, and more. His life-long 

passion for chamber music and solo repertoire 
pushes him to continue exploring the secrets of 
violin technique and interpretation. 

Courtney Lopes is originally 
from Bermuda and attended 
the University of North Carolina 
School of the Arts for her high 
school education. She 
graduated magna cum laude 
with a BFA in dance from SUNY 
Purchase in 2012 and studied in 
Taiwan at the Taipei National 
University of the Arts. As a 

student, she performed works by Paul Taylor, 
Jessica Lang, Lar Lubovitch, and Huang Yi of 
Cloud Gate Dance Theater. In addition to 
performing with Dance Heginbotham for over 
nine years, she has worked as a freelance artist 
with Megan Williams, Sameena Mitta, Kathryn 
Alter, Sue Bernhard, and Robert Mark Burke. As 
an educator and repetiteur, she has worked with 
the Mason Gross School of the Arts at Rutgers 
University, Ballet Tech, 92Y Harkness Dance 
Center, Dance for PD®, and the Jose Limon 
Institute. She first performed with MMDG in 2018 
and became a company member in 2023. 

Gregory Luce (viola), praised 
by the Washington Post as an 
"appealing, natural player," has 
performed around the world in 
Europe, the United States, and 
Asia. He has also premiered 
dozens of pieces in varied 
ensembles, performing in 
notable concert venues such as 
the Kennedy Center, Carnegie 

Hall, and the Meyerhoff Concert Hall. He has 
been invited to coach, teach privately, and 
perform at numerous schools and festivals 
including The Juilliard School, Stanford University, 
and the Interlachen Summer Arts Academy. A 
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graduate of The Juilliard School, Luce enjoys 
many interdisciplinary collaborations, most 
notably with the Mark Morris Dance Group, with 
which he gave a two-week tour of Taiwan in 2014 
and performed in the Lincoln Center's 2013 White 
Light Festival. He has also enjoyed an ongoing 
working relationship with the Conspirare 
Symphonic Choir of Austin, Texas, since 2011. 
Since 2008, Luce has been violist of the Aeolus 
Quartet, top prizewinners at numerous 
competitions. Following their performance in 
Trondheim's International Chamber Music 
Competition of 2009, the Aeolus Quartet was 
praised by Strad magazine for their "high-octane 
performance," with Luce noted as being 
"especially enjoyable." Luce plays on a viola made 
by Samuel Zygmuntowicz for celebrated violist 
Walter Trampler in 1991, generously on loan from 
Ruth Sumners Trampler. 

Tafna Lyons is a San Pedro, 
California, native who began 
her dance training at the San 
Pedro Ballet School at the age 
of four. Her professional dance 
training started at the Debbie 
Allen Dance Academy, 
eventually being mentored by 
Debbie Allen herself. She 
graduated from New York 

University's Tisch School of the Arts with a BFA 
in dance and a minor in Spanish in 2020. There 
she· performed in guest works by Ronald K. 
Brown, Wayne McGregor, and Lar Lubovitch. In 
the spring of 2019, she also had the pleasure of 
stud�ing abroad at the Academy of Performing 
Arts in Prague, Czech Republic. Since 
graduating, she has had the honor of being a 
founding member of the Limon Dance 
Company's Limon2 (L2) company, an apprentice 
with Ronald K. Brown's Evidence, as well as 
performing and touring with Kyle Marshall 
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Choreography. She joined MMDG as a company 
member in 2022. 

Griffin Massey was born in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. After training 
in Oklahoma and Texas, he 
moved to New York City where 
he earned his BFA in dance in 
2023 from The Juilliard School 
under Alicia Graf Mack, Dean 
and Director of the Dance 
Division, and Mario Alberto 
Zambrano, Associate Director. 

While at Juilliard, he had the opportunity to 
perform works by Sonya Tayeh, Donald McKayle, 
Ohad Naharin, Aszure Barton, Spencer 
Theberge, Jermaine Spivey, and Hofesh 
Shechter. He has also studied at Springboard 
Danse Montreal under the direction of 
Alexandra Wells. He joined MMDG as an 
apprentice in August 2023. 

Matthew Mclaughlin 
discovered movement at age 
one and danced hula in 
Hawaii until age four. As a 
child with parents in the 
military, he moved and 
traveled frequently and 
explored many different 
sports and art forms. He 
graduated from SUNY 

Purchase with a BFA in dance. During this time, 
he performed works by Aszure Barton, Kevin 
Wynn, Kyle Abraham, George Balanchine, and 
Doug Varone. In 2018, he had the opportunity 
to perform in the Lar Lubovitch Dance 
Company's 50th anniversary celebration. He 
joined MMDG as an apprentice in 2019 and 
became a company member in 2021. 
McLaughlin would like to. thank his family for 
their love and inspiration. 

Dallas McMurray, from El 
Cerrito, California, began 
dancing at age four, studying 
jazz, tap, and acrobatics with 
Katie Maltsberger and ballet 
with Yukiko Sakakura. He 
received a BFA in dance from 
the California Institute of the 
Arts. McMurray performed with 

. . the Limon Dance Company in 
add1t1on to works by Jii'i Kylian, Alonzo King, 
Robert Moses, and Colin Connor. McMurray 
performed with MMDG as an apprentice in 2006 
and became a company member in 2007. 

Brandon Randolph began his 
training with the School of 
Carolina Ballet Theater in 
Greenville, South Carolina, 
under the direction of Hernan 
Justo. At age 14, he was 
accepted into the South 
Carolina Governor's School for 
the Arts and Humanities, where 
he studied with Stanislav lssaev 

and Bobby Barnett. Randolph received his BFA in 
dance from Purchase College in 2012. There he 
had the opportunity to perform with Dance 
Heginbotham as well as repertory by Stephen 
Petroni�, Lar Lubovitch, Paul Taylor, and George 
Balanchine. Randolph began working with MMDG 
in 2013 and became a company member in 2014. 

Nicole Sabella is originally 
from Clearwater, Florida, where 
she studied at the Academy of 
Ballet Arts and the Pinellas 
County Center for the Arts at 
Gibbs High School under 
Suzanne B. Pomerantzeff. In 
2009, she graduated from the 
University of the Arts in 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, earning her BFA in 
modern dance performance and the 
"Outstanding Performance in Modern Dance" 
Award. She was a performer with Zane Booker's 
Smoke, Lilies, and Jade Arts Initiative. Sabella first 
performed with MMDG in 2013 and became a 
company member in 2015. 

Christina Sahaida grew up in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and 
began her early dance training 
at the Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre 
School. In 2012, she graduated 
with honors from Butler 
University, receiving a BFA in 
dance performance. She has 
worked with Ballet Quad Cities, 
Texture Contemporary Ballet, 

and most recently the Big Muddy Dance 
Company in St. Louis, Missouri. Sahaida joined 
MMDG as an apprentice in 2017 and became a 

company member in 2019. 

Billy Smith grew up in 
Fredericksburg, Virginia, and 
attended George Mason 
University under a full academic 
and dance talent scholarship. 
He graduated magna cum 
laude in 2007 and received 
achievement awards in 
performance, choreography, 
and academic endeavors. While 

at George Mason, he performed the works of 
Mark Morris, Paul Taylor, Lar Lub9vitch, Doug 
Varone, Daniel Ezralow, Larry Keigwin, Susan 
Marshall, and Susan Shields. Smith's own piece, 
3-Way Stop, was selected to open the 2006 
American College Dance Festival Gala at Ohio 
State University, and his original choreography for 
a production of Bye Bye Birdie garnered much 
critical praise. An actor as well, Smith's regional 
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theater credits include Tulsa in Gypsy, 
Mistoffelees in CATS, and Dream Curly in 
Oklahoma! Smith danced with Parsons Dance 
from 2007-2010. He joined MMDG as a company 
member in 2010. 

Marc Trembovelski (cel lo) is a 
French cell ist based in New 
York. He received his Bachelor 
of Music degree from the Royal 
Academy of Music and a 
Master of Music from the 
Manhattan School of Music. 
Trembovelski is a multifaceted 
musician and involved in 
numerous chamber and solo 

projects in the Un ited States and Europe. He has 
taken part in several competitions where he won 
prizes. These competitions include the Artur 
Balsam Competition for Duos in New York, the 
International Competition of the CRR of Paris, and 
the S. Knushevitsky International Cel lo 
Competition in Russia. He has performed 
concerts with prestigious ensembles in great 
venues, including the Merkin Concert Hall in the 
Kaufman Center, Carnegie Hal l ,  Sal le  Cortot in 
Paris, the Concert Hall of the Saratov's 
Conservatory in Russia, and the Russian Cultural 
Center's Auditorium of Paris and London. He is 
currently playing on a cel lo made in 1901 by 
Charles Resuche in France. 

Georgy Valtchev (viol in) has 
performed on some of the 
world's most prestigious stages 
as a soloist, with orchestras, in 
recitals, and as a chamber 
musician. In the United States, 
he has appeared at Lincoln 
Center's Alice Tul ly  Hal l, New 
York's Carnegie Hal l ,  Kennedy 
Center in Washington DC, the 

92nd Street Y, and Chicago's Cultural Institute. In 
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Europe, he has appeared at venues such as 
Wigmore Hall and the Barbican Centre in London; 
La Cite de la Musique in Paris; Amsterdam's Royal 
Carre Theatre; and Bulgaria Hall in Sofia. He has 
toured Asia, Australia, and Israel with 
performances in Beijing Cultural Arts Center, 
Guangzhou Opera House, Sydney Opera House, 
Tel Aviv Opera House, Taipei Cultural Center 
Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Suntory Hall in Tokyo. A 
dedicated collaborative musician, Valtchev enjoys 
frequent performances with distinguished 
international artists and ensembles in the United 
States and Europe. As a principal member of the 
MMDG Music Ensemble, he frequently travels 
around the world. Valtchev has been honored to 
lead several major symphony orchestras as guest 
concertmaster, most notably the Lon don 
Philharmonic and the Royal Symphony Orchestra 
of Madrid. He is a founder and artistic director of 
the Unbeaten Path chamber music festival in 
Kovachevitsa, Bulgaria, and a founding member 
of the chamber music series Bulgarian Concert 
Evenings in New York. 

Joslin Vezeau is from St. 
Louis, Missouri, where she 
trained at the Center of 
Creative Arts (COCA). She 
graduated magna cum laude 
from the Ailey/Fordham BFA 
program in dance 
performance in 2018 an d while 
there was awarded the Denise 

""------"" Jefferson Memorial 
Scholarship. During her senior year in col lege, 
she joined Peridance Contemporary Dance 
Company in New York and danced with that 
company for six seasons. When not dan cing, 
she is a personal trainer an d loves rock 
climbing, volunteering at Brooklyn farmers 
markets, and taking care of dogs. She joined 
MMDG as an apprentice in August 2023. 

Noah Vinson is original ly  from 
Springfield, Illinois, and 
received his BA in dance from 
Columbia College Chicago. He 
was named a Dance Magazine 
"Dancer on the Rise" in 2009 
and assisted Mark Morris in the 
creation of The Letter V for 
Houston Ball et. He began 

---- dancing with MMDG in 2002 
and became a company member in 2004. 
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MARK MORRIS DANCE GROU P 

MARK MORRIS DANCE GROUP STAFF 
Artistic Director: Mark Morris 
Executive Director: Nancy Umanoff 

PRODUCTION 
Director of Technica l Production: Johan Henckens 
Lighting Supervisor: Mike Faba 
Audio Supervisor: Carl Lund 
Wardrobe Supervisor: Amy Page, Ol ive Del Rio 

ARTISTIC 
Director of Artistic Engagement: Jen Rossi 
Company Director: Sam Black 
Music Director: Colin Fowler 
Company Manager: J u lia Weber 
Bal let Licensing: Tina Fehlandt 
Administrative Assistant: Al l ison Antoinette Ba i ley 
Archivist: Stephanie Neel 
Processing Archivist: J ustin Han 

ADMINISTRATION 
Chief Financia l  Officer: El izabeth Fox 
HR Business Partner: Jessica Loyola 
Finance and Budget Manager: Chris Pritchard 
Accounting Manager: Natalia Kurylak 
Finance Associate: J i l l ian Marzziotti 

DEVELOPMENT 
Director of Development: Michel le Amador 
I nstitutional G iving Manager: Haley Mason 
Andres 

Individual Giving Coordinator, Partners: Lau ren 
Grant 

Individual G iving Coordinator, Friends: Zubaydah 
Bashir 

Data Entry Assistant: Rima Yamazaki 

MARKETING 
Director of Marketing and Commun ications: Laura 
Giannatempo 
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Creative Content and Editorial Manager: Trevor 
Izzo 

Social Media Associate: Savannah Cooper 
Dancer Social Media Liaison: Mica Bernas 

EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT 

Director of Education and Community 
Engagement: Sarah Marcus 

Youth and Family Programs Director: Alexandra 
Cook 

Adult Programs Director: Bianca Golden 
Adult Programs Coordinator: Kyara Mahlen 
School Admin istrator: Li ly Khan 
Community Education Programs Manager: Calvin 
A. Rol l ins I I  

Dance for PD® Program Director: David Leventhal 
Dance for PD® Programs and Engagement 
Manager: Maria Portman Kel ly 

Dance for PD® Programs Assistant: Amy Bauman 
Dance for PD® Programs Administrator: Randy 
M i les 

DANCE CENTER OPERATIONS 
Director of Dance Center Operations: El ise 
Gaugert 

Studio Manager: Tiffany McCue-Frenzel 
Events and Dance Center Operations Manager: 
Henry Lombino 

I nterim Rental Coordinator: Emi ly Arden Jones 
Operations and Programs Coordinator: Chelsea 

Rose 
Operations and Programs Assistants: McCall 
Atkinson, Emma Sarah Davis, Essence Edwards, 
Mackenzie Nye, Al Parker, Tashae Udo 

Director of Faci lities and Capital Projects: Mark 
Sacks 

Facilities Team Lead: Orlando Rivera 
Maintenance: Wilson Garcia, Darrel l  Jordan, 
James Luksa, Hector Mazariegos 

Booking Representation: Michael Mushalla 
(Double M Arts & Events) 

Legal Counsel: Mark Sel inger (Greenberg Traurig, 
LLP) 

Accountant: PKF O'Connor Davies 
Orthopedist: David S. Weiss, MD (NYU Langone 
Health) 

Medical Advisor: Mark E .  Horowitz, MD 
Physical Therapist: Harkness Center for Dance 
Injuries at NYU Langone Health and Jessica 
Lassiter, PT, DPT, ATC 

H i lot Therapist: Jeffrey Cohen 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Jud ith R. Fishman, Chair 
David Resnicow, Vice-Chair 
Mark Selinger, Vice-Chair 
Isaac Mizrahi ,  Secretary 
Sarabeth Berman 
Frederick Bland 
Mary Ann Casavant 
Margaret Conkl in 
Jol ie Curtsinger 
Estela Diaz 
Shelby Gans 
York-Chi Harder 
Marc James 
Suzy Kel lems Dominik 
Nicholas Ma 
Timothy J .  McClimon 
Helen Meyer 
Mark Morris 
Onay Payne 
Darryl Pinckney 
Jocelynne Rainey, Ed. D  
James Seely 
Nancy Umanoff 

Emeritus: Jane Stine 

Thanks to Maxine Morris. 

Sincerest thanks to all the dancers for their 

dedication, commitment, and incalculable 
contribution to the work. 

Fol low and tag us on Facebook, Twitter, and 
l nstagram @markmorrisdance 

To learn more about our work and programs, 
please visit mmdg.org 

The Mark Morris Dance Group's annual  programs 
and Subsid ized Rehearsal Space Program are 
made possible by the New York State Counci l 
on the Arts with the support of the Office of the 
Governor and the New York State Legislature. 

Additional support provided by Mark Morris 
Dance Group PARTN ERS contributing 
$1 ,500-$1 1 ,999 annual ly. LEADING PARTNER 
$6,000-$ 1 1 ,999 Anonymous (2), Wal ly and Roz 
Bernheimer, Frederick and Morley Bland, Terry 
Boyer, Jeffery and Tina Budge, Chervanak­
Nunel le Foundation, Con Edison, Michael and 
Nancy Feller, Pau l  and Sherry Fetterman, Jeanne 
D. Fisher, Lori Raphael and J .  Michael Hemmer, 
Macduff Hughs, Jerome Robbins Foundation, 
Joseph and Joan Cul lman Foundation for the 
Arts, Kenneth Aidekman Family Foundation, 
The Lotos Foundation, Kristine Morris, Steve 
Offutt, Ceci l ia Pau l  and Harry Reinert, Onay 
Payne, Antony Peattie, Susan Si l ls, Si l ls Fami ly 
Foundation, Nancy Umanoff, The Wal lace 
Foundation Special Projects Fund at The New 
York Community Trust, June and Jeffrey Wolf, 
Zeitz Foundation. COLLABORATING PARTNER 
$3,000-$5,999 Anonymous (3), Kate Wei l  and 
Stuart Bauchner, Bossak/Heilbron Charitable 
Foundation, Neal Bri l l iant, Carmie and Merv 
Budge, Cynthia A. Clegg, Harold Cl inton, 
Carol Yorke and Gerard Conn, Aashish and 
Devitre Dinyar, Carol Ann Dyer, Gale Epstein, 
The Evelyn Sharp Foundation, Mrs. Field's 
Literary Club, Sarah and Michael Gerstenzang, 
John and Gi l lett Gi lbert, Sharon Gurwitz, V 
Hansmann, The Harkness Foundation for Dance, 
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Kate Bernheimer and Xia Hendricks, Jock 
Ireland, Melissa and Marc James, Kate and Tom 
Kush, Fanny van Kwawegen, Nancy Langsan, 
Leatherwood Foundation, Judy Lichterman, 
Marta Heflin Foundation, Joe Munzenrider, 
Janet and David Offensend, Marjorie Randolph, 
Patrick Ravey, Toby E. and Robert Rubin, Douglas 
Docker Thomas, Emmanuel Torrijos and Jing 
Shang Tan, Jane Levy Troy, Mark Horowitz 
and Dorrine Veca. SPONSORING PARTNER 
$1,500-$2,999 Anonymous (5), Jane E. Aaron, 
American Parkinson Disease Association, 
Inc., Paul Appeldoorn, Yoko and Emanuel Ax, 
Katherine and Gary Bartholomaus, Lane Heard 
and Margaret Bauer, Beetlejuice Tour Cast/ 
Crew, Alan Beller, Steven Berger, Stephanie 
Boye, Mark Selinger and Iris Cohen, Belden H. 
and Pamela K. Daniels, Mary Darmstaetter, John 
and Linda Donovan, Ed and Edie Drear, Lisabeth 
During, Thomas Evans, Jean Fuller Farrington, 
Lynn and Brian Grant Family, Stephen M. Foster, 
Carolyn George, Elisa and Kenneth Glazer, 
Robert Goldberg, Elizabeth Lovett Grover, 
Thomas Shapiro and Madeleine Grynsztejn, Juliet 
Burrows and Kim Hostler, Frances lngebritson, 
David I verson, Mollie Katzen, Richard Rubinstein 
and Katherine Kolbert, Leslie Lassiter, Charles 
and Jennifer Lawson, Fred and Jean Leventhal, . 
Laurence and Jane Levine, Elizabeth Levy, The 
Herman Liebmann Foundation, Stanley and Judith 
Lubman, Jennifer Melby, Emily Omura, Stephen 
Partridge, Drs. Jocelynne and Perry Rainey, PNC 
Financial Services, Inc., Mikhail Baryshn ikov and 
Lisa Rinehart, Mary Kathryn and Richard Roelofs, 
J. Loux and Carol Sanders, Carissa and Jack 
Schlosser, James Seely, Cindy Sherman, Elizabeth 
Rose Sledge, David Stang, Target Corporation, 
Grace and John Timberlake, Charlie and Judy 
Tobey, Diane and Stephen Volk, Mary Waters, 
Mary Ann and Ben Whitten, Richard Yancey, 
Robert and Sharon Yoerg, and the more than 
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2,100 contributors and members giving $1-1,499 
annually. 

LEGACY GIVING: Individuals who name the Mark 
Morris Dance Group in estate plans through 
bequests, gift annuities, charitable trusts, 
and beneficiary designations ensure a strong 
future for our organization.  MMDG gratefully 
acknowledges recent living legacy commitments 
from Sandy Hill, Jane F. Troy, and Patrick Leader. 
If you're new to legacy planning, explore our free 
tool at freewill.com/mmdg. If you have already 
planned for MMDG in your will, please let us 
know so we can welcome you to our Legacy 
Society. Visit freewill.com/record/mmdg to create 
your will or if you have already made plans to 
include us, please notify us of your intended 
support. We would be honored to recognize your 
generosity in future programs. 

Mark Morris Dance Group acknowledges special 
gifts. IN MEMORY Howard Abrams, Ralph Alpert, 
Christine Austria, Arnie Beiles, Bruce Bennett, 
PhD, Michael Blackwood, Ben-Carr Blake, 
Rex Davenport, Bill Davis, June Quackenbush 
Denham, David Holmes Drennen, Zoltan David 
Farkas, Adolph Fuerst, Lawton Johnson, Herb 
Kaufman, Nathaniel Lee, Dr. Carl Leventhal, 
Howard Levin, Harvey Lichtenstein, Marshall 
Marcovitz, Kitt Barnes Martone, Shoron E. 
McNamara, John 0. Miller, Maxine Morris, Mary 
Evangeline Munzenrider, Ellen Offner, Pauline Y. 
Pon, K Robert Reaster, Judy Rosenblatt, Carolyn 
Shen, Gary Sherwood, Allyne Simmons, Nancy 
Snyder, Eileen Stief, Michael Tickle, Tommy 
Vigorita, Richard Tarlow, Stanley J. Wertheimer, 
Donna Jean Wienecke, Raymond Wolf, Harold 
W. Young, and Jim Young. IN HONOR Artists 
Everywhere, Amy Jo Bauman, Patricia Beilman, 
Larry Biren, Toby Brickner, Carol Cohn, Domingo 
Estrada, Jr., Ann Feldman, Judith R. Fishman, Elise 
Gaugert, Cyndy Gilbertson, Lauren Grant, Pat 

Hall, Maria Portman Kelly, Carol Krasnow, Barb 
Kibler, Lana Kelly-Fitzgerald, David Leventhal, 
Larry and Jane Levine, Maria Macfarlane, Jonas 
Marcovitz, Alison Marshall of Arizona, Kitt Barnes 
Martone, Barbara Akua McAlister, Lucy Bowen 
McCauley, Dido Mirck, Gunilla Norris, Misty 
Owens, Nicole Pearce, Abigail Perelman, Sharon 
Resen, Louise Restagno, Matthew Rutenberg, 
Tara Sherman, Susan Sills, Jeannette MacMillan 
and Sam Singer, Edith Tinnes, Manny Torrijos, 
Charlie and Judy Tobey, Nancy Umanoff, 
Saskia Vroom, Rhonda Winfield, Sima Wolf, the 
superb staff of Dance for PD. DONOR ADVISED 
FUNDS American Endowment Foundation, 
Bank of America Charitable Gift Fund, Brooklyn 
Org, Community Foundation Boulder County, 
Community Foundation of New Jersey, Fidelity 
Charitable Foundation, FJC - A Foundation of 
Philanthropic Funds, Goldman Sachs Philanthropy 
Fund, The Greater Cincinnati Foundation, 
Impact Assets, Jewish Communal Fund, 
Jewish Community Federation & Endowment 
Fund, Jewish Community Foundation, Jewish 
Federation of Cleveland, Marin Community 
Foundation, National Philanthropic Trust, The 
New York Community Trust, RCL Fund, Schwab 
Charitable, Vanguard Charitable. CORPORATE 
MATCHING GIFT CONTRIBUTIONS American 
Express Charitable Fund, Bank of America, 
Brooklyn Community Foundation, CNA, Gilead, 
Google Matching Gift Program, International 
Monetary Fund, William Penn Foundation, 
Premera, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, 
SiriusXM, TripAdvisor. 

IN KIND CONTRIBUTORS: The Celeste Group, 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP, Mark Horowitz, M.D., 
Howard Gilman Foundation, Meyer Sound 
Laboratories, Inc. 

These contributors made gifts over the last year 
through October 25, 2023. 

The Mark Morris Dance Group is a member of 
the Cultural Solidarity Fund, Dance/USA, the 
Downtown Brooklyn Arts Alliance, and Museum 
Arts and Culture Access Consortium. 

Water © 202 1 Discalced, Inc. 

Castor and Pollux © 1980 Discalced, Inc. 

V ©  2001 Discalced, Inc. 

MARK MORRIS DANCE GROUP 3 Lafayette 
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 112 17-1415 (718) 624-8400 
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LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

The Un iversity of Ill inois System carries out its mission in its 
namesake state, which includes the traditional territory of the 

Peoria, Kaskaskia, Piankashaw, Wea, Miami, Mascoutin, Odawa, 
Sauk, Mesquaki, Kickapoo, Potawatomi, Ojibwe, Menominee, 
Ho-Chunk, and Chickasaw Nations. These lands continue to 

carry the stories of these Nations and their struggles 
for survival and identity. 

As a land-grant institution , th e University of Illinois has a particular 
responsibility to acknowledge the peoples of these lands, 
as well as the histories of dispossession that have all owed 

for the growth of this institution. We are also obl igated to reflect 
on and actively address these histories and the role that this uni­

versity has played in shaping them. 
This_acknowledgment and the centering of Native peoples 

is a start as we move forward. 

Krannert Center affirms the commitment by the university to move 
beyon d these statements, toward building deeper relationships 

and taking actions that uphold and preserve Indigenous 
rights and cultural equity. 

As we gather to experience this performance, we have an 
opportunity to reflect on the ways that systems of oppression 

have shaped our society. We can work together to create 
systems that support human dignity, establish equity, 

strengthen cross-cultural relationships, and draw upon the 
creative capacity of al l people that make up 

this comm unity, state, nation, and world. 
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