
Mark Morris Dance Group Performances
June 11, 6:00 pm ET & June 12, 4:00 pm & 6:00 pm ET

Program Book

Student Company I & II Performances
June 12, 1:00 pm ET & June 13, 2:00 pm ET



MARK MORRIS DANCE GROUP AND 
MUSIC ENSEMBLE

MICA BERNAS     KARLIE BUDGE     BRANDON COURNAY      
DOMINGO ESTRADA, JR.     LESLEY GARRISON     SARAH HAARMANN     

AARON LOUX     LAUREL LYNCH     MATTHEW McLAUGHLIN*     
DALLAS McMURRAY      BRANDON RANDOLPH     NICOLE SABELLA      

CHRISTINA SAHAIDA     BILLY SMITH     NOAH VINSON     MALIK Q. WILLIAMS*

								              *apprentice

Artistic Director
MARK MORRIS

Executive Director
NANCY UMANOFF

Judith R. Fishman, Chair
David Resnicow, Vice-Chair
Mark Selinger, Vice-Chair
Isaac Mizrahi, Secretary

Sarabeth Berman
Frederick Bland

Margaret Conklin
Shelby Gans

York-Chi Harder
Marc James

Suzy Kellems Dominik

Nicholas Ma
Timothy J. McClimon

Helen Meyer
Mark Morris
Ellen Offner
Onay Payne

Darryl Pinckney
Jocelynne Rainey, Ed.D

Jane Stine
Nancy Umanoff

MMDG Board of Directors

Official Tour Sponsor Co-represented with

Bloomberg 
Philanthropies 



PROGRAM

Fugue

Music: Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart – Fugue in C Minor, K. 401

Original Lighting Design: Philip Sandström

Friday, June 11 at 6:00 pm:
Mica Bernas, Brandon Randolph, Nicole Sabella, Christina Sahaida

Saturday, June 12 at 4:00 pm:
Domingo Estrada, Jr., Sarah Haarmann, Billy Smith, Malik Q. Williams

Saturday, June 12 at 6:00 pm:
Brandon Cournay, Lesley Garrison, Aaron Loux, Noah Vinson

Premiere: October 30, 1987 – Cal Performances, Zellerbach Hall, Berkeley, California

Three Preludes

Music: George Gershwin – Preludes for Piano

Costume Design: Isaac Mizrahi
Original Lighting Design: James F. Ingalls

I.    Allegro Ben Ritmato E Deciso
II.   Andante Con Moto E Poco Rubato

III. Allegro Ben Ritmato E Deciso

Colin Fowler, piano

Friday, June 11 at 6:00 pm:
Laurel Lynch

Saturday, June 12 at 4:00 pm:
Aaron Loux

Premiere: June 2, 1992 – Emerson Majestic Theatre, Dance Umbrella, Boston, Massachusetts

Commissioned in part by Dance Umbrella, Boston

Prelude I, II, III ©1927 (Renewed) WB Music Corp.  (ASCAP)
All rights reserved.  Used by permission.



Offertorium

Music: Franz Schubert – “Salve Regina, mater misericordiae” from Offertory in F Major, 
Opus 47, D. 223

Friday, June 11 at 6:00 pm and Saturday, June 12 at 4:00 pm:
Lesley Garrison

Saturday, June 12 at 6:00 pm:
Brandon Cournay

Premiere: February 4, 1988 – P.S. 122, New York, New York

Retreat from Madrid

Music: Luigi Boccherini – La Ritirata di Madrid

Sarah Haarmann, Aaron Loux, Laurel Lynch, Matthew McLaughlin

Premiere: October 9, 1985 – American Center, Paris, France

Jealousy

Music: George Frideric Handel – Hercules, HWV 60, Act 2: Chorus: “Jealousy! 
Infernal pest”

Original Lighting Design: Philip Sandström

Friday, June 11 at 6:00 pm:
Brandon Randolph

Saturday, June 12 at 4:00 pm and 6:00 pm:
Karlie Budge

Premiere: September 6, 1985 – Stephen Foster Theatre, University of Pittsburgh, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania



Greek to Me

Music: Harry Partch – Studies on Ancient Greek Scales from Eleven Intrusions

Costume Design: Elizabeth Kurtzman
Original Lighting Design: Michael Chybowski

Friday, June 11 at 6:00 pm:
Nicole Sabella

Saturday, June 12 at 4:00 pm:
Domingo Estrada, Jr.

Saturday, June 12 at 6:00 pm:
Malik Q. Williams

Premiere: August 15, 1998 – American Repertory Dance Company – J. Paul Getty Museum, Los 
Angeles, California

Company premiere: October 27, 1998 – McCarter Theatre Center, Princeton University, 
Princeton, New Jersey

Words

Music: Felix Mendelssohn – Songs Without Words 

Costume Design: Maile Okamura
Original Lighting Design: Nick Kolin

Colin Fowler, piano

Friday, June 11 at 6:00 pm:
Mica Bernas, Karlie Budge, Brandon Cournay, Domingo Estrada, Jr., Lesley Garrison, 

Sarah Haarmann, Aaron Loux, Matthew McLaughlin, Brandon Randolph, 
Nicole Sabella, Christina Sahaida, Billy Smith, 

Noah Vinson, Malik Q. Williams

Saturday, June 12 at 4:00 pm and 6:00 pm:
Karlie Budge, Brandon Cournay, Domingo Estrada, Jr., Lesley Garrison, 

Sarah Haarmann, Aaron Loux, Matthew McLaughlin, Billy Smith, 
Noah Vinson, Malik Q. Williams

Premiere: October 8, 2014 – New York City Center, Fall for Dance Festival, New York, New York

Commissioned by New York City Center for the 2014 Fall for Dance Festival



The School at the Mark Morris Dance Center

Proudly presents

THE 2021 STUDENT COMPANY 
ANNUAL PERFORMANCE

Student Company I
GILLIAN EDGINGTON     LOUISA EGOLF     MAXIME ENNIS     KATIE ERIKSON     

ELLA FAJARDO-WILDE     ELLA GILAD     CHARLOTTE HAGGERTY     
ELIZABETH HARRIS     AMAN KAMALAKAR     JULIA KANG-ROSENTHAL     

     SHAYNA KLAIDMAN     MAYA LU-HEDA     KIMBERLEY LUCAS     
RAVEN MARSHALL     DAHLIA MILLER     LUCA MONTANA     

MIA-NATHALIE PRIDGEN     FLORA SCHWARTZMAN MILES     SIENA TOAL

Student Company II
ISLA CARUSO     JULIA COHEN     ZURI DENNISON-LANE     JACUILYNN FUNG     

PAIGE JOHNSON     NINA LEWIN     PENELOPE LITTLETON     JESSAMYN MANERI     
ELLIE MARTIN     LILY MAURER     JAE HYUN REISS     PRUDENCE RUSCH     

NOA SALAS ADAM     MARGARET SEXTON

PROGRAM

Prelude and Prelude

Choreography: Mark Morris

Music: Henry Cowell - Set of Two for Violin and Harpsichord

Original Lighting Design: Jeff Pickford

Staging: Dallas McMurray

Cast A: Gillian Edgington, Maxime Ennis, Ella Fajardo-Wilde, 
Ella Gilad, Charlotte Haggerty, Aman Kamalakar, Maya Lu-Heda, 

Kimberley Lucas, Flora Schwartzman Miles, Luca Montana



Excerpt from Grand Duo (“A Round”)

Choreography: Mark Morris

Music: Lou Harrison - Grand Duo for Violin and Piano

Costume Design: Susan Ruddie
Original Lighting Design: Michael Chybowski

Staging: Noah Vinson

Student Company II

2-3-5

Choreography: Billy Smith

Music: Hank Mason – Choro No. 1

Costume Design: Billy Smith

Louisa Egolf, Ella Gilad, Aman Kamalakar, Julia Kang-Rosenthal, Shayna Klaidman, 
Maya Lu-Heda, Dahlia Miller

Please direct your attention to the upper stairs of the Plaza, facing away from 
Flatbush Avenue.

Dark | Light

Choreography: Alexandra Cook

Music: Rob Flax - Ex Tenebris Lux

Costume Design: Alexandra Cook

Gillian Edgington, Maxime Ennis, Kimberley Lucas, 
Raven Marshall, Flora Schwartzman Miles

Please direct your attention to the lower stairs of the Plaza, facing away from 
Flatbush Avenue.



Dada Redux

Choreography: Janelle Barry

Music: Yann Tiersen – Le Jour D’avant

Costume Design: Janelle Barry

Katie Erikson, Ella Fajardo-Wilde, Charlotte Haggerty, Elizabeth Harris, Luca Montana, 
Mia-Nathalie Pridgen, Siena Toal

Please direct your attention to the fourth floor terrace of the Mark Morris Dance 
Center across the street.

C is for Climate Change

Choreography: Mireille Radwan Dana

Music: Greta Thunberg Speech at the Climate Action Summit 2019; Maori Haka & 
Chant (Traditional Maori Music)

Costumes Design: Mireille Radwan Dana

Student Company II

“Where we are tomorrow begins with what we do today.” – Tim Fargo

Prelude and Prelude

Choreography: Mark Morris

Music: Henry Cowell - Set of Two for Violin and Harpsichord

Original Lighting Design: Jeff Pickford

Staging: Dallas McMurray

Cast B: Louisa Egolf, Katie Erikson, Elizabeth Harris, 
Julia Kang-Rosenthal, Talia Katreczko, 

Shayna Klaidman, Raven Marshall, Dahlia Miller, 
Mia-Nathalie Pridgen, Siena Toal



MARK MORRIS was born on August 29, 1956, in Seattle, 
Washington, where he studied with Verla Flowers and Perry 
Brunson. In the early years of his career, he performed with 
the companies of Lar Lubovitch, Hannah Kahn, Laura Dean, 
Eliot Feld, and the Koleda Balkan Dance Ensemble. He 
formed the Mark Morris Dance Group (MMDG) in 1980 and 
has since created over 150 works for the company. From 
1988 to 1991, he was Director of Dance at Brussels’ Théâtre 
Royal de la Monnaie, the national opera house of Belgium. In 
1990, he founded the White Oak Dance Project with Mikhail 
Baryshnikov. Much in demand as a ballet choreographer, 
Morris has created 22 ballets since 1986 and his work has 

been performed by companies worldwide, including San Francisco Ballet, American 
Ballet Theatre, Ballet du Grand Théâtre de Genève, and the Royal New Zealand Ballet. 
Noted for his musicality, Morris has been described as “undeviating in his devotion to 
music” (The New Yorker). He began conducting performances for MMDG in 2006 and 
has since conducted at Tanglewood Music Center, Lincoln Center, and BAM (Brooklyn 
Academy of Music). He served as Music Director for the 2013 Ojai Music Festival. He 
also works extensively in opera, directing and choreographing productions for the 
Metropolitan Opera, New York City Opera, English National Opera, and The Royal 
Opera, Covent Garden, among others. He was named a Fellow of the MacArthur 
Foundation in 1991 and has received eleven honorary doctorates to date. He has 
taught at the University of Washington, Princeton University, and Tanglewood Music 
Center. He is a member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and the 
American Philosophical Society, and has served as an Advisory Board Member for the 
Rolex Mentor and Protégé Arts Initiative. Morris has received the Samuel H. Scripps/
American Dance Festival Award for Lifetime Achievement, the Leonard Bernstein 
Lifetime Achievement Award for the Elevation of Music in Society, the Benjamin 
Franklin Laureate Prize for Creativity, the International Society for the Performing Arts’ 
Distinguished Artist Award, Cal Performances Award of Distinction in the Performing 
Arts, the Orchestra of St. Luke’s Gift of Music Award, and the 2016 Doris Duke Artist 
Award. In 2015, Morris was inducted into the Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius Vanderbilt 
Whitney Hall of Fame at the National Museum of Dance in Saratoga Springs, New 
York. Morris opened the Mark Morris Dance Center in Brooklyn, New York, in 2001 to 
provide a home for his company, subsidized rental space for local artists, community 
education programs for children and seniors, and a school offering dance classes to 
students of all ages and levels of experience with and without disabilities. Morris’s 
memoir, Out Loud, co-written with Wesley Stace, was published by Penguin 
Press in 2019.

The MARK MORRIS DANCE GROUP was formed in 1980 and gave its first 
performance that year in New York City. The company’s touring schedule steadily 
expanded to include cities in the United States and around the world, and in 1986 
it made its first national television program for the PBS series Dance in America. In 
1988, MMDG was invited to become the national dance company of Belgium and 
spent three years in residence at the Théâtre Royal de la Monnaie in Brussels. The 
Dance Group returned to the United States in 1991 as one of the world’s leading 
dance companies. Based in Brooklyn, New York, MMDG maintains strong ties to 
presenters in several cities around the world, most notably to its West Coast home, 
Cal Performances in Berkeley, California, and its Midwest home, the Krannert Center 
for the Performing Arts at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. MMDG 
also appears regularly in New York, Boston, Seattle, and Fairfax. In New York, the 
company has performed at New York City Center’s Fall for Dance Festival, regularly 
performs at Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts’ Mostly Mozart and White Light 
Festivals, and collaborates yearly with BAM on performances and master classes. 
From the company’s many London seasons, it has received two Laurence Olivier 
Awards and a Critics’ Circle Dance Award for Best Foreign Dance Company. Reflecting 



Morris’s commitment to live music, the Dance Group has featured live musicians 
in every performance since the formation of the MMDG Music Ensemble in 1996. 
MMDG regularly collaborates with renowned musicians, including cellist Yo-Yo Ma, 
pianist Emanuel Ax, mezzo-soprano Stephanie Blythe, and jazz trio The Bad Plus, as 
well as leading orchestras and opera companies, including the Metropolitan Opera, 
English National Opera, and the London Symphony Orchestra. MMDG frequently 
works with distinguished artists and designers, including painters Robert Bordo and 
the late Howard Hodgkin, set designers Adrianne Lobel and Allen Moyer, costume 
designers Martin Pakledinaz and Isaac Mizrahi, and many others. MMDG’s film and 
television projects include Dido and Aeneas, The Hard Nut, Falling Down Stairs, two 
documentaries for the U.K.’s South Bank Show, and PBS’s Live from Lincoln Center. In 
2015, Morris’s signature work L’Allegro, il Penseroso ed il Moderato had its national 
television premiere on PBS’s Great Performances. While on tour the Dance Group 
partners with local cultural institutions and community organizations to present arts 
and humanities-based activities for people of all ages and abilities.

The MMDG Music Ensemble, formed in 1996, is integral to the Dance Group. “With 
the dancers come the musicians…and what a difference it makes” (Classical Voice 
of North Carolina). The Ensemble’s repertory ranges from 17th and 18th century 
works by John Wilson and Henry Purcell to more recent scores by Ethan Iverson, Lou 
Harrison, and Henry Cowell. The musicians also participate in the Dance Group’s 
educational and community programming at home and on tour. The Music Ensemble 
is led by Colin Fowler, who began to collaborate with MMDG in 2005 during the 
creation of Mozart Dances.

COLIN FOWLER (music director, piano) began his musical 
study at the age of five in Kansas City and went on to study 
at the prestigious Interlochen Arts Academy. He continued 
his education at The Juilliard School, where he received 
his Bachelor of Music in 2003 and his Master of Music in 
2005.  While at Juilliard, he studied piano with Abbey Simon, 
organ with Gerre Hancock and Paul Jacobs, harpsichord 
with Lionel Party, and conducting with James dePriest and 
Judith Clurman. A versatile musician and conductor, Fowler 
works in many areas of the music scene in New York City. 
He is a veteran of numerous Broadway shows, most recently 

performing in the Tony Award winning musical Jersey Boys. A seasoned church 
musician, Fowler has led services at numerous houses of worship, including Trinity Wall 
Street, St. Thomas Church, Marble Collegiate Church, and Park Avenue Synagogue. 
As a classical soloist and collaborative artist, he has performed and recorded with 
many world-renowned musicians and ensembles, including Deborah Voigt and the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic. He began to collaborate with the Mark Morris Dance Group 
in 2005 and has since then performed over 40 pieces with the company on almost 
every keyboard instrument possible, including the harmonium and toy piano, and has 
conducted performances of Mozart Dances, Acis and Galatea, and The Hard Nut. 
Praised by the New York Times as “invaluable” and “central to Morris's music,” he was 
appointed Music Director in 2013.



SAM BLACK (company director) is originally from Berkeley, 
California, and received his B.F.A. in dance from SUNY 
Purchase. He first appeared with MMDG in 2005, and 
danced with the company until 2019, when he became the 
Rehearsal Director. He was promoted to Company Director 
in 2021.

MICA BERNAS, originally from Manila, Philippines, received 
her training at the Cultural Center of the Philippines Dance 
School. She later joined Ballet Philippines as a member of 
the corps de ballet, performing as a soloist from 2001-2006. 
Since moving to New York in 2006, Bernas has worked 
with Marta Renzi Dance, Armitage Gone Dance, Gallim 
Dance, Barkin/Selissen Project, and Carolyn Dorfman Dance 
(2007-2013). She was a guest artist with the Limón Dance 
Company, performing at the 2013 Bienal Internacional 
de Danza de Cali in Bogotá, Colombia; Lincoln Center’s 
David H. Koch Theater; and at The Joyce Theater for the 
company’s 70th anniversary in 2015. Bernas also teaches at 
the Limón Institute and has been on the faculty for BIMA at 

Brandeis University since 2011. She joined MMDG as a company member in 2017.

KARLIE BUDGE grew up in Knoxville, Tennessee, training 
and performing with the Tennessee Children’s Dance 
Ensemble. She attended Case Western Reserve University 
on a full scholarship from the department of dance, 
graduating magna cum laude with a B.A. in dance and a 
B.S. in statistics in 2016. Budge has performed with Graham 
2, Merce Cunningham Trust, and in her own solo and duet 
choreography. Budge joined MMDG as an apprentice 
in September 2018 and became a company member in 
November 2019.



BRANDON COURNAY is originally from Walled Lake, 
Michigan, and received his B.F.A. from The Juilliard School. 
As a freelance artist, he has performed with the Radio 
City Christmas Spectacular, the Mark Morris Dance Group, 
Morphoses, the Metropolitan Opera, New York Theatre 
Ballet, The Chase Brock Experience, Schoen Movement 
Company, Dance Heginbotham, and KEIGWIN + COMPANY. 
TV/film/industrial credits include PBS’s Great Performances, 
Musical Chairs (HBO), Puma, Sesame Street, and Target. 
As an educator and répétiteur, he has worked with The 
Pennsylvania Ballet, Whim W’Him, The Juilliard School/Nord 
Anglia Education, and universities nationwide. Offstage, 
he has worked with companies in multiple capacities from 
artistic direction to administrative management. For many 

years, he was the Rehearsal Director and Associate Artistic Director of KEIGWIN + 
COMPANY. In addition, he has assisted numerous choreographers on creative projects 
in theatre, film, and dance. He joined MMDG as a company member in 2018.

DOMINGO ESTRADA, JR., a native of Victoria, Texas, 
studied martial arts and earned his black belt in 1994. He 
danced ballet folklorico through his church for eleven years. 
Estrada earned his B.F.A. in ballet and modern dance from 
Texas Christian University and had the honor of working 
with the late Fernando Bujones. During his undergraduate 
studies, he attended the American Dance Festival where he 
had the privilege of performing Skylight, a classic work by 
choreographer Laura Dean. He debuted with MMDG in 2007 
and became a company member in 2009. Estrada would like 
to thank God, his family, and all who support his passion.

LESLEY GARRISON grew up in Swansea, Illinois, and 
received her early dance training at the Center of Creative 
Arts in St. Louis, Missouri, and the Interlochen Arts Academy 
in Interlochen, Michigan. She studied at the Rotterdamse 
Dansacademie in The Netherlands and holds a B.F.A. from 
Purchase College. She first performed with MMDG in 2007 
and became a company member in 2011. Garrison is fully 
certified in mat and equipment Pilates through the Kane 
School of Core Integration. She teaches Pilates and modern 
dance at The School at the Mark Morris Dance Center and 
in masterclasses worldwide. Garrison has had the honor of 
being a teaching artist for the renowned Dance for PD® 
program since 2011.



SARAH HAARMANN grew up in Macungie, Pennsylvania, 
and received training at the Lehigh Valley Charter High 
School for the Performing Arts under the direction of 
Kimberly Maniscalco. She graduated magna cum laude 
with a B.F.A. in dance from Marymount Manhattan College 
in 2012. Haarmann has had the pleasure of performing 
with Pam Tanowitz Dance, Jessica Lang Dance, Dylan 
Crossman Dans(ce), Pat Catterson, Denisa Musilova, and Bill 
Young. She joined MMDG as a company member in 2017.

AARON LOUX grew up in Seattle, Washington, and began 
dancing at the Creative Dance Center as a member of 
Kaleidoscope, a youth modern dance company. He began 
his classical training at the Cornish College Preparatory 
Dance Program and received his B.F.A. from The Juilliard 
School in 2009. He danced at the Metropolitan Opera and 
with Arc Dance Company before joining MMDG in 2010. 

LAUREL LYNCH began her dance training at Petaluma 
School of Ballet in California. She moved to New York to 
attend The Juilliard School where she performed works by 
Robert Battle, Margie Gillis, José Limón, and Ohad Naharin. 
After graduation Lynch danced for Dušan Týnek Dance 
Theatre, Sue Bernhard Danceworks, and Pat Catterson. 
Lynch joined MMDG as an apprentice in 2006 and became a 
company member in 2007. Many thanks to Gene and Becky.



MATTHEW McLAUGHLIN discovered movement at age 
one and danced hula in Hawaii until age four. As a child with 
parents in the military, he moved and traveled frequently 
and explored many different sports and art forms. He 
graduated from SUNY Purchase with a B.F.A. in dance. 
During this time, he performed works by Aszure Barton, 
Kevin Wynn, Kyle Abraham, George Balanchine, and 
Doug Varone. In 2018, he had the opportunity to perform 
in the Lar Lubovitch Dance Company’s 50th anniversary 
celebration. McLaughlin would like to thank his family 
for their love and inspiration. He joined MMDG as an 
apprentice in September 2019.

DALLAS McMURRAY, from El Cerrito, California, began 
dancing at age four, studying jazz, tap, and acrobatics with 
Katie Maltsberger and ballet with Yukiko Sakakura. He 
received a B.F.A. in dance from the California Institute of the 
Arts. McMurray performed with the Limón Dance Company 
in addition to works by Jiří Kylián, Alonzo King, Robert 
Moses, and Colin Connor. McMurray performed with MMDG 
as an apprentice in 2006 and became a company member 
in 2007.

BRANDON RANDOLPH began his training with the School 
of Carolina Ballet Theater in Greenville, South Carolina, 
under the direction of Hernan Justo. At age 14, he was 
accepted into the South Carolina Governor’s School for 
the Arts and Humanities, where he studied with Stanislav 
Issaev and Bobby Barnett. Randolph received his B.F.A. in 
dance from Purchase College in 2012. There he had the 
opportunity to perform with Dance Heginbotham as well as 
repertory by Stephen Petronio, Lar Lubovitch, Paul Taylor, 
and George Balanchine. Randolph began working with 
MMDG in 2013 and became a company member in 2014.



NICOLE SABELLA is originally from Clearwater, Florida, 
where she studied at the Academy of Ballet Arts and the 
Pinellas County Center for the Arts at Gibbs High School 
under Suzanne B. Pomerantzeff. In 2009, she graduated 
from the University of the Arts in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
earning her B.F.A. in modern dance performance and the 
“Outstanding Performance in Modern Dance” Award. She 
was a performer with Zane Booker’s Smoke, Lilies, and Jade 
Arts Initiative. Sabella first performed with MMDG in 2013 
and became a company member in 2015. 

CHRISTINA SAHAIDA grew up in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
and began her early dance training at the Pittsburgh 
Ballet Theatre School. In 2012, she graduated with 
honors from Butler University, receiving a B.F.A. in dance 
performance. She has worked with Ballet Quad Cities, 
Texture Contemporary Ballet, and most recently the Big 
Muddy Dance Company in St. Louis, Missouri. Sahaida 
joined MMDG as an apprentice in July 2017 and became a 
company member in February 2019.

BILLY SMITH grew up in Fredericksburg, Virginia, and 
attended George Mason University under a full academic 
and dance talent scholarship. He graduated magna 
cum laude in 2007 and received achievement awards in 
performance, choreography, and academic endeavors. 
While at George Mason he performed the works of Mark 
Morris, Paul Taylor, Lar Lubovitch, Doug Varone, Daniel 
Ezralow, Larry Keigwin, Susan Marshall, and Susan Shields. 
Smith’s own piece, 3-Way Stop, was selected to open the 
2006 American College Dance Festival Gala at Ohio State 
University, and his original choreography for a production 
of Bye Bye Birdie garnered much critical praise. An actor as 
well, Smith’s regional theater credits include Tulsa in Gypsy, 

Mistoffelees in CATS, and Dream Curly in Oklahoma! Smith danced with Parsons 
Dance from 2007-2010. He joined MMDG as a company member in 2010.



NOAH VINSON is originally from Springfield, Illinois, and 
received his B.A. in dance from Columbia College Chicago. 
He was named a Dance Magazine “Dancer on the Rise” in 
2009 and assisted Mark Morris in the creation of The Letter 
V for Houston Ballet. He began dancing with MMDG in 
2002 and became a company member in 2004.

MALIK Q. WILLIAMS is a native of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
and was awarded the Lynn Swann Scholarship to attend 
the Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre during the 2006-2007 season. 
He graduated from the Alexander W. Dreyfoos School of 
the Arts in West Palm Beach, Florida, as a dance major 
in 2013, where he worked with Troy Powell, Christopher 
L. Huggins, Billy Bell, and Margo Sappington. He then 
went on to The Juilliard School, where he graduated with 
a B.F.A. in 2017 under the direction of Lawrence Rhodes. 
At Juilliard, he worked with the choreographers Takehiro 
Ueyama, Loni Landon, Zvi Gotheiner, Matthew Neenan, 
and Gentian Doda. He has performed works by Martha 

Graham, Paul Taylor, and Nacho Duato. Since graduating, Williams has danced with 
the Limón Dance Company, National Dance Company of Wales, and Lydia Johnson 
Dance. During this time, he has performed works by José Limón, Caroline Finn, Yin 
Yue, Caitlin Javech, and Lydia Johnson, among many others. He joined MMDG as an 
apprentice in January 2020.

MARK MORRIS DANCE GROUP STAFF
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Adult Programs Coordinator Dominique Terrell
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Dance Center Operations Assistants Allison Antoinette Bailey, 
Olivia Passarelli, Chelsea Rose
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Thanks to Maxine Morris.

Sincerest thanks to all the dancers for their dedication, commitment, and incalculable 
contribution to the work.

Major support for the Mark Morris Dance Group provided by American Express, 
Anonymous, The Cornelia T. Bailey Foundation, Timothy McClimon and Suzanne 
Berman, Beyer Blinder Belle Architects & Planners, LLP, Frederick and Morley Bland, 
Beth and Ravenel Curry Foundation, Dance/NYC, The Gladys Krieble Delmas 
Foundation, Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, James Fenton and Darryl Pinckney, 
Judith R. and Alan H. Fishman, Shelby and Frederick Gans, Candace and Vincent 
Gaudiani, Isaac Mizrahi and Arnold Germer, Howard Gilman Foundation, York-Chi 
and Stephen Harder, John and Tommye Ireland (in memoriam), Marc and Melissa 
James, Suzy Kellems Dominik, Elizabeth Amy Liebman, Nicholas Ma and William 
Lopez, Helen and John Meyer, Mark Morris, National Endowment for the Arts, New 
York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council, Mayor 
Bill de Blasio, Brooklyn Borough President Eric L. Adams, City Council Majority 
Leader Laurie Cumbo, and Council Member Helen Rosenthal, New York State Council 
on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State 
Legislature, Stavros Niarchos Foundation, Ellen and Arnold Offner, Sarabeth Berman 
and Evan Osnos, PARC Foundation, Parkinson’s Foundation, Onay Payne, Poss Family 
Foundation, Drs. Jocelynne and Perry Rainey, Diane E. Solway and David Resnicow, 
The Rolex Mentor and Protégé Arts Initiative, Billy Rose Foundation, Margaret Conklin 
and David Sabel, The Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels Foundation, Iris Cohen and Mark 
Selinger, The SHS Foundation, The Shubert Foundation, Jane and R.L. Stine, Laurie M. 
Tisch Illumination Fund, Nancy Umanoff, Jamie Gorelick and Richard Waldhorn, and 
The White Cedar Fund.

Additional support provided by Nancy Adams, Kenneth Aidekman Family Foundation, 
American Parkinson Disease Association, Diane T. Anderson, Anonymous, Arnow 
Family Fund, Nina K. Auerbach, Emanuel and Yoko Ax, Adrianne Lobel and Ruby 
Baker, Kate Bernheimer, W. and R. Bernheimer Family Foundation, Bloomberg LP 
Corporation, Boston Scientific, Polly Dawkins and Nico Brooks, Jeffery and Tina 
Budge, Allan and Rhea Bufferd Education Fund, Terri D. Bullock, Cynthia A. Clegg, 
Harold L. Clinton, Jr., Ara Guzelimian and Janet Clough, Con Edison, Carol Yorke and 
Gerard Conn, Continental Grain Foundation, Joseph and Joan Cullman Foundation 
for the Arts, Nancy Dalva, Belden H. and Pamela K. Daniels, Mary E. Darmstaetter, 
Dau Family Foundation,Susan and Gary DeLong, Catherine de Saint Aignan, The 
Gladys Krieble Delmas Foundation, Robert J. Dixon, Edith and Edward Drcar, Carol 
Ann Dyer, Gale Epstein, Jean Espenshade, Thomas G. Evans, Phillip G. Fairweather, 
M.D., Ann and Richard Feldman, Richard E. Feldman, Esq., Michael and Nancy Feller, 
Glenda and Bob Fishman, Jaylyn Olivo and Dale Flecker, Neil R. Ericsson and Karen 
L. Florini, Michelle Francis, Carolyn George, Sarah and Michael Gerstenzang, The 
John N. and Gillett A. Gilbert Family Fund, Cynthia Gilbertson, Bernard F. and Alva 
B. Gimbel Foundation, Carolyn George, Jonathan Glazer, Christian Kleinbub and 
Amanda Gluibizzi, Robert Goldberg, Leonore Gordon Fund for Diverse Communities, 
Richard Malanga and Rodney Gordon, Edward and Lenore Grabowski, The Grant 
Family Fund, Eleonora Grasselli-Grunes and Robert Grunes, The Grodzins Fund, 
L. Jay Grossman, Elizabeth Grover, Sharon B. Gurwitz, V Hansmann, The Harkness 
Foundation for Dance, Marta Heflin Foundation, Connie Heller, Joe and Roberta 



Hellman, J Michael Hemmer, Macduff and Twyla Hughes, Kim Huskey, Frances J. 
Ingebritson, Sonja Johansson, Linda Johnson, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, 
Maxine and James Kaler, Mollie Katzen, Janet Kelly, Lana Kelly-Fitzgerald, Jane 
Knuttunen, Richard Rubenstein and Katherine Kolbert, Katharine and Tom Kush, 
Leatherwood Foundation, Virginia Lee, Fred and Jean Leventhal, Laurence and Jane 
Levine, Elizabeth Levy, Judy Lichterman, The Herman Liebmann Foundation, Robert 
Littman, William W. Lockwood, Jr., Judith and Stanley Lubman, Manson Family and 
Stanley J. Wertheimer Fund Donors, Alison Marshall, Barbara T. Martin, Lucy B. 
McCauley, Patricia McGrath, Megara Foundation, Susan Mellin, Judith G. Mendelsund, 
Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation, Stuart Miller, Thomas W. and Jane A. Morris, Linda 
Myles, New Music USA, New York City Department for the Aging, Max Nicholas and 
Allison Nichols, Sarah and Gerald Oelberg, Emily Omura, Stephen Partridge, Cecilia 
Paul, Antony Peattie, Ira Bell and Claire Pensyl, The L.E. Phillips Family Foundation, 
Davis Phinney, Lauren and Scott Pinkus, Judith J. Plows, Janice Price, Sandra Pierson 
Prior, Megan and Greg Pursell, Marjorie Randolph, Patrick Ravey, Eugene and Stella 
Reddick, Mikhail Baryshnikov and Lisa Rinehart, Jerome Robbins Foundation, Gregg 
Rockefeller, Mary-Kathryn and Richard Roelofs, Toby E. and Robert Rubin Family 
Philanthropic Fund, Ann M. Sagalyn, Susan Sakai-McClure, Gabriel and Jolie Schwartz, 
Arlene and Michael Scorzelli, Lise Scott, Jeffrey and Kim Brown Seely, J. Loux and 
Carol Sanders, Shapiro Grynstejn Family Fund, Joseph and Janet Sherman, Elizabeth 
R. and William H. Sledge, Ranny Cooper and David Smith, David and Marie Louise 
Smith, Karla Stewart, Yukie Stubbs, Emmanuel R. Torrijos and Jing Shang Tan, Judy 
and Charlie Tobey, Ruth Tobey, Deirdre Towers, Jane Frances Levy Troy, Nancy Long, 
Ph.D. and Marc N. Waldor, Mary R. Waters, Katherine Weil, Judith Weisfuse, Andrea 
Likwornik Weiss and David S. Weiss, MD, Mark and Carol Willis, Laura Winner, June 
and Jeffrey Wolf, Robert and Sharon Yoerg, E. Richard Yulman, Joseph Yurcik, Michael 
and Rachel Zamsky, Zeitz Foundation, and the more than 3,400 individuals whose 
giving totals $1–$999 annually.

In Kind support provided by Robert Bordo, Downtown Brooklyn Partnership, 
McDermott Will & Emery,  Marshall Hagins, Dr. Mark Horowitz, MD, Meyer Sound 
Laboratories, Inc., Resnicow + Associates, and Peter Sellars.

Legacy Giving: Ensure the Future of the Mark Morris Dance Group

"As a past board member and continuing supporter of many years, it has given me 
tremendous satisfaction and pride to have watched the Mark Morris Dance Group 
flourish and grow. I have named MMDG as a beneficiary of my estate to honor Mark’s 
phenomenal artistry and ensure his programs are experienced for decades to come." 
- Sandy Hill

Individuals who name the Mark Morris Dance Group in estate plans through bequests, 
gift annuities, charitable trusts, and beneficiary designations ensure a strong future for 
the organization. MMDG gratefully acknowledges bequest gifts received in the past 
year from Christie H. Campbell. 

MMDG also acknowledges gifts made in memory of Peter Ecklund, June O. Goldberg, 
Mary Good, Howard Hodgkin, Edward I. Rudman, Allan Shedlin, Kathryn Turner, 
Edwin L. Umanoff, and Stanley Wertheimer, as well as gifts made in honor of the 
Dance for PD® team, Judith R. Fishman, Colin Fowler, Natasha Frater, Elise Gaugert, 
Lauren Grant and David Leventhal, Betty H. Katzen, Jane Knuttunen, Laurence and 
Jane Levine, Ruth Manson, Mark Morris, Maria Portman Kelly, Aaron Loux and Carol 
Sanders, Dr. Tara Sherman, Katie Turner, and Nancy Umanoff.



The Mark Morris Dance Group thanks members of its community who have given 
through these matching gift programs: American Express Charitable Fund, Apple, 
Inc., Fox Corporation, Google Matching Gift Program, International Monetary Fund, 
Penguin Random House, and S&P Global.

The Mark Morris Dance Group is a member of Dance/USA and the Downtown 
Brooklyn Arts Alliance.

Cover photograph by Nan Melville.

The School at the Mark Morris Dance Center Extends a Special Thank You to:

Mark Morris, Artistic Director and Nancy Umanoff, Executive Director

Current MMDG dancers Dallas McMurray, Billy Smith, and Noah Vinson

Musicians Hank Mason and Kevin Shoemaker

Partners at Two Trees, Downtown Brooklyn Partnership

And, of course, the students and parents of The School and the Student Company

The School at the Mark Morris Dance Center wished to congratulate to our 2021 
Graduating Seniors Maya Lu-Heda and Flora Schwartzman Miles. You will be missed!

SAVE THE DATE: 2021-22 Student Company Auditions will be held on Thursday, 
September 2, 2021 at 4:30 pm. More information will be available online in mid-July.

About Downtown Brooklyn Partnership
Downtown Brooklyn Partnership is a not-for-profit local development corporation that 
serves as the primary champion for Downtown Brooklyn as a world-class business, 
cultural, educational, residential, and retail destination. Working together with the 
three business improvement districts (BID) that it manages – the MetroTech BID, 
Fulton Mall Improvement Association, and Court-Livingston-Schermerhorn BID – the 
Partnership’s diverse activities include attracting new businesses and improving the 
environment for existing companies; facilitating the construction of public spaces 
and streetscapes that promote an active and cohesive community; supporting and 
promoting Downtown Brooklyn’s cultural assets; and encouraging a unified sense of 
place and an engaged civic community. For more information, visit 
www.downtownbrooklyn.com.

About the Plaza at 300 Ashland
The Plaza at 300 Ashland sits at the heart of the Brooklyn Cultural District, adjacent to 
the brownstone Brooklyn neighborhoods of Fort Greene, Boerum Hill, and Park Slope. 
DBP has partnered with premier Brooklyn arts organizations such as BAM, BRIC, 
Brooklyn Public Library, Mark Morris Dance Group, MoCADA, 651 Arts, and Theatre 
for a New Audience (TFANA) to offer free, high-quality programming for everyone. 
Programming at The Plaza at 300 Ashland is made possible by support from Two Trees 
Management Co
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Follow and tag us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram @markmorrisdance

To learn more about our work and programs, please visit mmdg.org

Get insider news at mmdg.org/join-email-list
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