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Dear subscribers,

Our 31st season is about fo start, beginning the fourth decade of
our activities.

This time around, our opera season celebrates the greatest love
stories of all fime, first and foremost the greatest love story of all -
Romeo et Juliette. And specking of Shakespeare, we are staging
Verdi's first Shakespearean opera - Macbeth, in our unforgettable
production directed by Jean-Claude Auvray. Maestro Daniel Oren
willconduct Il trovatore, another Veerdi opera that will be followed by
a story in which love and goodness rule the day, La Cenerentola,
Rossini's comic and goodnatured version of Cinderella.

Our fiends from the Budapest Operetta Theater return this year with
Johann Strauss' bubbling operetia Die Fledermaus and we will also
host the Lithuanian National Opera with their classical production of
Mozart's Le nozze di Figaro. The opera Les Pécheurs de Perles
by Bizet, in a surpassingly amazing staging will also join our season.
The summer months will feature several fesfivals throughout Israel.
We will open in June with the beloved production of Rigoletto at the
Sultan's Pool in Jerusalem, and finish in Sepfember with our crown
jewel, the mostimportant cutturalevent inIsrael -the Masada Opera
Festival, with two productions based on biblical stories: Samson et
Dalila by Saint-Saens and Haydn's The Creation.

Our upcoming dance season reflects more than ever the
increasing frend of almost nonexisfent boundaries  between
dance and theater - dance that is theater, theater that is dance.
Highlights include Mark Moirris, the Dusseldorf Ballet, Pilobolus and
a new original creation by Itzk Galli named Man of the Hour -
without a doubt one of the most infriguing productions of the
season in which opera singers and dancers will share the stage.
Classical ballefomanes will savor the St Pefersburg Ballet Theatre
with Swan Lake and Giselle.

Our music season features the liturgical series with the Jerusalem
Symphony Orchestra and the symphonic series with the Opera
orchestra - the lsrael Symphony Orchestra Rishon LeZion. The
Golden Saturday series continues its successful operatic highlights
concerts as well as the jazz series which hosts young international
jazz musicians.

For the younger generation, to which our eyes are always lified with
joy. we are preparing a heartwarming surprise - an opera festival
for the entire family during the Sukkot holiday, comprising our three
wonderful productions: Alice in Wonderland, The Magic Flute
and Cinderella. Besides this, there is Magical Sounds with Nitza
Shaul in a new and surprising program, and Children Opera
Hour, an enchanting hour for the little ones that wil be happy to
meet you this year as well, on the golden stairs in our foyer.

Like each new season, | hope that we shall continue to be as
exciting as ever and bring to our public the very best - the right
combination of familiar favorites with the new and challenging. | feel
that this coming season has it all for you and ook forward to seeing
you with us.

Yours,

Hanna Munitz
: General Director
The Israeli Opera
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