Visually sumptuous,

acoustically enthralling

and emotionally vital, qd B 4
Mark Morris' combined o v
treatment of music, I k,i

dance and poetry is

abaroque indulgence f O
for the 20th Century

=
=
=
o
=)
=

PHOTO: CHANTAL REGNAULT

55 T A 2 LG 4 4 P B

Opening performance is sponsored by

PHILIP MORRIS

Asia Incorporated

SERIEREHDNESR




L’Allegro, il Penseroso ed il Moderato

\ lulmmuu pouring of dance invention and humanistic imagery to the Handel score

of the same title, is the best thing Mark Morris has done
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“... the superbly sung passages
and overlapping dance sequences,
... impelled the audience at the end
into a roaring standing ovation.”
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“He can mimic the musical and poetic imagery in ways
that summon glowing visions of people, animals, forests
and heaving waters. In short, he is a master conjurer of
universal spectacle, piercingly emblematic of the tides of
humanfeeling, from deepestgloom to flamingardor to
soulful serenity of spirit, and all of these come into
prominent play in L'’Allegro.”
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“L'Allegro is a masterwork in a quite literal sense ...

The heart of the matter was, of course, Morris’ epic choreography,
demonstrating at the highest level his command of concept,

form and expressive power.”
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Choreographer: Mark Morris

Conductor:
Soloists:

Craig Smith

Jeanne Ommerle (Soprano)
Christine Brandes (Soprano)
Frank Kelley (Tenor)

James Maddalena (Baritone)

with the Hong Kong Arts Festival Chamber Orchestra
and the Hong Kong Philharmonic Chorus
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Choreographer and dancer Mark
Morris is indisputably one of the most
original and revelatory creators of
dancetheatre workingtoday. Those
who attend performances of his
magnum opus, L'Allegro, il Penseroso
ed il Moderato, will quickly
understand his rise to fame.

The work was devised by the American
master of dance during his time as
Director of Dance at the National
Opera House of Belgium. He had
previously gained international
recognition for his work with
Baryshnikov, founding the

esteemed White Oak
Dance Project, as well
as creating works for
the American

Ballet Theatre,

the San
Francisco

Craig Smith
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Ballet and the Paris Opera Ballet.

A choreographic, musical and literary
spectacle, L flegro has been hailed as
a masterpiece by both critics and
audiences alike. Set to the music of the
same name by George Frederic
flandel, which was in turn based on the
stirring writings of poet John Milton,
the work is a revival of Renaissance
beauty and themes, a rococo sweep of
concept,
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ferm and expressive power at its most
sublime. On a stage adorned with
colourful, shimmering scrims that
wave and alter hue with the now subtle,
now dramatic shifts of lighting, Morris’
dancers glide, like a chiffon-clad
breeze. His multi-faceted
choreography is clearly classical,
bringing to mind both the nymph-like
quality of [sadora Duncan and the lines
of Greek sculpture.

The swelling passion of Handel's
oratorio is conveyed by the Hong Kong
Arts Festival Chamber Orchestra, the
Hong Kong Philharmonic Chorus and
four outstanding vocal soloists, while
Morris’ overlapping dance sequences
respond to the text with awe inspiring
depth. His evocative imagery conjures
the tides of human feeling, from
deepest gloom to flaming ardour to
soulful serenity of spirit.

Setting superlatives in motion once
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8:15pm
$550 $450 $350 $250 $150
Student #%: $175 $125 $75

2:30pm
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Student #%£: $125 $100 $60
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again, Mark Morris presents
classical vision in modern context; an
artistic communion with the most
profound states of human emotion —
L'Allegro. il Penseroso ed il Moderato
— Paradise regained.
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On his collaboration with Mark
Morris, Yo-Yo Ma said, *I think
you've (Mark Morris) really taken

the essence of the music ... (The
dancing) adds to the irregular and
the surprise element of what's
already in the music without just
copving the music ..."

Mark Morris
FEB —H 23 8:15pm

Festival Artists on Screen
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Falling Down Stairs
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Starring Mark Morris and Yo-Yo Ma
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A collaboration between Yo-Yo
Ma and Mark Morris Dance
Group which culminates in a
spectacular performance of J.S.
Bach’s Third Suite for
Unaccompanied Cello.
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Jointly presented with
Hong Kong Arts Centre
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Dates and ticket details will be. announced, later
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“From my point of view
- and yours..."

RTHK Radio 4 (FM stereo
97.6-98.9)

An open forum on Mark
Morris and his works will

be conducted in
e e ;
. Cantonese in
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